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second son, Michel Aloys. During Ney's service with the
Army of the North there were frequent brushes with
the British cavalry outposts, one of which resulted in
Ney's squadron piercing the enemy lines and attacking
a smug young staff officer with his escort. Ney marked
and separated off the deity as his particular victim, only
to be confronted by the offer of an open purse instead
of a sword threat. This was replied to by an order for
the baby general to ride through his own lines, which
opened a way in thunderstruck amazement at the sight
of the 'Goddam' and the Frenchy charging full tilt to
the latter's head-quarters, where Ney told his captive to
think twice in future before mixing a bribe with duty.
Every man serving under Ney knew his own place
and that of his commander, which was anything up to
forty yards ahead of the ranks whether in line of march
or column of attack. Many a regimental officer has been
more popular, for he retained the spice of his ancestral
calling with the tongue to give it vent, and set a sacred
value upon the carrying out of orders. He rode and
took his meals alone, speaking no more than was neces-
sary, while his staff soon learnt to restrict their answers
to proper limits. It was a risky business to broach any
topic to Michel Ney without encouragement, and those
who behaved with undue familiarity were soon given
the cold shoulder. But the way to his heart was to stand
without flinching on the field of fire.
The brave man could count upon earning his recom-
mendation, just as the exhibitor of nerves was certain
of inviting rebuke. In one engagement an officer, who
was making a report, ducked his head at the passing of
a cannon-ball. 'Very well/ said Ney, dismissing him,
cbut another time you needn't bow so low,' Not even
Murat, or Lannes, surpassed Ney in the vigour of
attack, while the fact that he carried a whole skin through
so many hazards was little short of miraculous. Some
one asked if he had ever experienced fear, and Ney's
answer was the laconic: el never had time.'